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Sammy II ducks ruffle feathers
Pets have                
been adopted
Ansley Kary &       
Mer Fenton
Staff Writers
Editor’s Note: The ducks in 
this story were recovered from 
Breu Pond by the authors Mer 
Fenton and Ansley Kary. 
Splash.
With the livestream rolling, 
the ducks were fighting their way 
back to shore after being thrown 
down into Breu pond. 
Students were entertained, 
confused and disturbed as the In-
stagram-live aired during Mon-
day’s Chapel. The video showed 
a group of boys tossing them in 
the lake and sprinting away as the 
ducks chased after them. 
A group of six boys from Sam-
uel Morrison Hall (Sammy) had 
been raising two ducklings out of 
their dorm for 13 days. On Sept. 
17, they became self-proclaimed 
fathers to Bert and Ernie, two fe-
male ducklings.
The boys purchased the 






Taylor faces lower enrollment 
numbers than expected along-
side a significant budget deficit 
this year.
Information provided by Steve 
Mortland, vice president of en-
rollment and strategic institu-
tional engagement, showed that 
531 freshmen came to Taylor fall 
of 2018. This year the university 
budgeted for 505 freshmen, but 490 
enrolled. For 2013-17 enrollment 
numbers varied from 435 to 521.
The university currently oper-
ates with a budget deficit of ap-
proximately $2 million. For the 
past seven years, the university 
has typically generated a deficit, 
but that deficit has totaled around 
$2 million for the past three years 
according to Stephen Olson, vice 





After serving more than three de-
cades with Taylor’s admissions 
office, Steve Mortland, vice pres-
ident of enrollment and strategic 
Budget deficit sits at around $2 million 
Enrollment VP Steve Mortland to leave Taylor
“We wanted to have some joy 
and love in our lives,” freshman 
Evan Wardell from Sammy II said. 
For a short time the ducks lived 
with the boys. They were traded 
around from room to room in a 
cardboard box filled with wood 
chips. They even made an ap-
pearance at Penthouse while 
room checks were underway. 
These ducklings served as en-
tertainment, photography mod-
els, social media content and lore 
for two weeks. Then the boys vot-
ed to throw them in Breu pond. 
“The smell was getting a little 
bit out of hand and we couldn’t 
handle it anymore,” freshman Jon 
Bomers said.
Along the shoreline around 
12:30 p.m., freshman Mer Fenton 
found the ducklings huddled to-
gether after receiving a call from 
freshman Ansley Kary express-
ing her concern. The pair start-
ed making calls around campus 
looking for people to permanent-
ly take them in. 
Jesse Brown, dean of students, 
mentioned multiple times that he 
owns a large number of animals 
and lives close to campus. While 
he originally agreed to just be a 
networking link to find the per-
manent owners, he ended up tak-
ing the ducks in. 
“We were concerned that the 
ducks were too small to just be 
left alone,” Brown said. “So I 
have a small barn and we have 
24 chickens.” 
“When a class comes in you are 
looking at two things,” Mortland 
said. “You are looking at head-
count, and you are also looking at 
institutional engagement, an-
nounced he will be leaving Taylor 
to work with the anti-trafficking 
nonprofit organization Love Jus-
tice International. 
“I felt like I had about 10 years 
left to do in my professional ca-
reer and this could be a good 
second act and something that I 
certainly believe in doing,” Mort-
land said. “There’s something 
good about staying somewhere 
for a long time, but there’s also 
something good about taking the 
risk of leaving something that you 
know, and love and are comfort-
able with and moving out and 
seeing what else God can teach.”
Mortland notified President 
Paige Cunningham in September 
of his intention to leave Taylor. 
However, he plans to stay 
through the end of the semester 
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how much did you spend in dis-
count to recruit those students.”
Mortland said that no mat-
ter what a school budgets, any 
Photograph by Mer Fenton
Jesse Brown adopted two ducks that lived on Sammy II.
percentage of variance creates 
large financial results. 
Student persistence rates, 
which tracks a student’s retention 
through their four years at Taylor, 
for upperclassmen also affect the 
budget. Taylor expected a per-
sistence rate of 88%, but it fell to 
86% for the class of 2022. Both 
Mortland and Olson put the na-
tional average around 56%. The 
class of 2021 also underperformed 
by one to two percent.
Taylor also raised its academ-
ic standards. In previous years, 
Taylor allowed a greater number 
of students with a certain level of 
academic risk due to lower ACT or 
SAT scores.
“These are not students who are 
less capable of being successful at 
Taylor,” Mortland said. “They just 
might need more support.”
Mortland said that the larger 
number of students who needed 
greater support overtaxed Tay-
lor’s support resources such as 
the Academic Enrichment Cen-
ter. Since these systems could not 
appropriately help these students, 
fewer students with academic risk 
and potentially into 2020 until the 
transition process is complete.
“I’ve known Steve Mortland 
for 17 years in my role as a trust-
ee,” Cunningham wrote in a 
statement to the Echo. “His con-
tributions to Taylor cannot be 
adequately measured. We will 
miss him for so many reasons, 
but I am pleased that he will be 
at Taylor for several months yet. 
He is graciously allowing us to 
have a smooth transition to new 
leadership. And, on a personal 
note, Steve is the only man I know 
who consistently wears his glass-
es like a headband and makes it 
look cool.”
 Following the transition, 
Mortland will start working full 
time on fundraising projects 
for Love Justice, where he has 
served on the board since 2017. 
He will be overseeing strategies 
for growing the organization’s 
revenue through recurring do-
nation programs, major gifts and 
grant applications.
Founded by Taylor grad John 
Molineux in 2004, Love Justice 
International carries out an-
ti-trafficking initiatives in over 10 
countries, including India, Nepal 
and Ghana, in addition to oper-
ating family homes for orphaned 
children, shelters for trafficking 
victims and the Dream school in 
Nepal.  
In his time at Taylor, Mortland 
has been part of several large 
projects, including creating the 
theology around the Taylor tow-
el, he said.
“There’s something deep about 
this idea of the towel that you see 
people in their brokenness and 
you enter into that broken expe-
rience with them,” he said. “We 
recognized in talking with people 
that that can be a really powerful 
thing, not just when you leave, but 
when you come in.”
As Mortland prepares to leave 
Taylor, he is following God’s call, 
even if the call has not come in 
a traditional way, he said. It was 
through his time at Taylor that he 
met Molineux and got involved in 
Love Justice in the first place.
“I feel really honored to have 
spent the last 30-plus years at 
Taylor,” he said. “I’ve raised my 
family here. I’ve been changed by 
my time at Taylor in really dra-
matic ways. I’m a very different 
person today than I was when I 
started and I owe a lot of that to 
this community.”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Steve Mortland
Steve Mortland worked 
at Taylor for 30 years.







Local elections offer 
chance to engage 
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer
On Nov. 5, voting stations across 
the nation will open for a fresh 
string of elections.
For college students, however, 
electoral season carries with it a 
long-standing negative reputa-
tion, as young adults in America 
are often cynical or simply dis-
engaged in the realm of political 
action. A new study from Tufts 
University shows that these trends 
are finally starting to change.
Surveying colleges nationwide, 
the study found that in 2018, stu-
dents turned out at double the 
rate of the 2014 midterms. This 
marks an overall trend of height-
ened participation in all demo-
graphics, but the increase from 
college students particularly 
stands out heading into the up-
coming electoral season.
“There are multiple explana-
tions for the increase,” said Ja-
kob Miller, assistant professor of 
American politics. “I don’t think 
the younger generation is sud-
denly more concerned than those 
Connections with 
IWU opens doors 
Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writer
For sophomore Nathaniel Ortega, 
weekday mornings start at 5 a.m. 
with intense workouts.  
This may seem unusual for the 
average college student, but for 
Ortega, this is a lifestyle. As the 
first Taylor student to receive a 
scholarship with the army, par-
ticipation in a Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC) program 
is required.  
Monday through Friday Orte-
ga gets up and goes to Indiana 
Wesleyan University (IWU) for 
workouts with their ROTC pro-
gram before returning to Taylor 
for more classes and regular col-
lege activities. 
“(The ROTC is) for specific peo-
ple, a specific mindset, a specif-
ic lifestyle,” Ortega said. “For 
me I feel like I still get the fun of 




TU GATHER provided a space 
for healthy conversation 
among students.
Anders Soderquist, student body 
president, and Tali Valentine, stu-
dent body vice president, hosted 
TU GATHER in Mitchell Theater on 
Thursday, Sept. 26. Valentine and 
four Taylor faculty members spoke 
about how to have meaningful dis-
cussions with people who may dis-
agree with you.
During a student senate meet-
ing in October of 2018, Campus 
Pastor Jon Cavanagh brought up 
the question of how to bridge the 
gap between groups on campus. 
This question had been on Soder-
quist’s heart prior to the meeting. 
Soderquist, Cavanagh and junior 
Mallory Hooks, who is a student 
senator, decided there needed to 
be a gathering of people to bring 
the groups together.
“In the past there has been this 
pattern of talking at each oth-
er rather than with one another,” 
Hooks said. “By purposely taking 
a critical look at how we interact 
and converse, we can change this 
pattern and learn to speak from a 
College voting doubles 
Taylor’s first ROTC student
TU GATHER promotes discussion
in the past. But it’s being made 
easier to vote, barriers are be-
ing removed.”
Miller highlighted a tool that 
is a great help to student vot-
ers. TurboVote, an online appli-
cation, takes users through the 
steps required to register for the 
vote. It walks through the step-
by-step process to determine the 
proper address, district and all 
the information needed to regis-
ter. It provides access to research 
for the elections and issues at 
hand. It even pays postage for 
your application.
Taylor is also trying to ease the 
process. Last week, a voter reg-
istration drive was held in the 
LaRita Boren Campus Center on 
National Voter Registration Day, 
Sep. 24. This came in preparation 
before Oct. 7, the voter registration 
deadline for several states, includ-
ing Indiana, as well as neighbor-
ing Kentucky, which will decide a 
hotly contested governor’s race 
this November.
Sophomore Elizabeth Ham-
mond has helped with such drives 
in previous years.
“People think it’s a lot more 
complicated process than it 
actually is,” Hammond said. 
“When you ask for help, it’s easy 
college, I still live the college life 
and my life. I say I do this as a full 
time job, but I still have my own 
things going on. I’m not restrict-
ed to what I do just because I’m 
in ROTC.”
Ortega’s journey into the ROTC 
started in his high school, a 
JROTC school. His senior year he 
earned a substantial scholarship 
from the Army depending on if he 
continued in an ROTC program. 
The only problem was that Tay-
lor didn’t offer an ROTC program. 
However, admissions helped 
Ortega by reaching out to Mick 
Bates, associate professor of mar-
keting and former military man. 
He helped establish connections 
with the IWU ROTC program and 
works as a liaison for Taylor. 
Bates now coordinates with 
the IWU ROTC program, which is 
attached to Ball State University’s 
ROTC program. He also cares for 
the students in the program and 
helps market the program to pro-
spective and current students. 
place of compassion and collab-
oration, rather than indifference 
and individuality.”
When Soderquist was first think-
ing about it, he was hoping others 
would benefit from the event, main-
ly that they could talk about politi-
cal differences in a healthy way.
 He believed people with differ-
ent views could gather in the same 
room to reframe the conversation 
around difficult issues. 
“We had seen a breakdown in 
conversation,” Soderquist said. “We 
couldn’t disagree well with one an-
other; we couldn’t share different 
perspectives without getting real-
ly upset.”
As he worked on it, he realized he 
also needed direction to engage in 
better conversations.
Soderquist wanted people on 
every side of every issue there. He 
did not want all of the liberals or 
conservatives on campus to come 
and think their ideas were cor-
rect. He wanted everyone to come, 
and for them to be challenged 
and encouraged.
“We should be able to engage 
one another’s differences, or differ-
ence of opinion, or even different 
beliefs sometimes, without getting 
so angry with one another,” Soder-
quist said.
About 150 students attended 
TU GATHER. Soderquist opened 
to participate.”
Being what many consider an 
“off-year,” where few high-lev-
el offices are in play, the interest 
in these proceedings is far lower 
than in years of congressional or 
presidential contests, which draw 
more attention, as they are seen as 
more important.
Miller, however, argues that 
small-scale, local elections are ev-
ery bit as important as those with 
a national scope, and participat-
ing can help combat the sense of 
cynicism that plagues would-be 
voters who don’t think their voice 
will count. For local students, Up-
land will be electing members for 
its town counsel. 
“People have an idea of elec-
tions as a lottery,” Miller said. “You 
cast your vote and there’s a teeny, 
tiny chance it will decide the out-
come. A vote for the president is 
like a drop in the bucket, there’s 
a lot of us.”
Comparatively, Miller highlights 
that on a local level, an individu-
al vote has exponentially more 
impact on the outcome of elec-
tions. At this level, many of the 
issues that most directly affect 
voters are found, he said. There-
fore, being informed on local elec-
tions helps maximize the power of 
“I think (the ROTC) provides 
a challenge for students who 
want the challenge: physical-
ly, mentally, emotionally and 
leadership-wise,” Bates said. “It 
provides an avenue for those 
students who really feel called 
to serve their country.”
Now in his second year of the 
program, Ortega is joined in this 
challenge by three other Taylor 
students. 
Ortega also recently became 
the first Taylor undergraduate 
student to sign a contract with 
the military.
“This is a great opportunity for 
me,” Ortega said. “I’ve been work-
ing for it since like last year. And 
just this year I finally met the 
standards to get contracted and 
finally get on track to graduate 
and be an officer”
This contract, which he signed 
on Sept. 13 after passing physical 
fitness tests and maintaining a 
high enough GPA, commits Orte-
ga to spend eight years in the mil-
itary after he graduates, which he 
will do as a second lieutenant. 
Four years of this contract 
will be spent in active military 
training and four years in re-
serve training or as part of the 
national guard. After those eight 
years, Ortega could continue 
working for the military or find 
a job using his degree in business 
management. 
“I’m really proud of Nathan-
iel,” Bates said. “He’s had to work 
hard for his scholarship with the 
army and it’s a three-year schol-
arship. It’s an awesome honor 
and privilege and not many peo-
ple get it . . . He had to break the 
ice in a lot of different things as 
Taylor was trying to figure out 
what this ROTC thing was all 
about . . . I’m just really excited 
and proud that he was able to 
earn this scholarship.” 
echo@taylor.edu
the event with prayer and an in-
vitation for students to listen to 
the speakers.
Provost Michael Hammond 
spoke about listening and religious 
divide. Valentine spoke about grow-
ing while in the proximity of others. 
Students then had time to answer 
reflection questions on projec-
tor screens.
Debby Cheruiyot Bii, director of 
international student programs, 
spoke about the importance of lis-
tening and the idea that everyone is 
made in the image of God. Jeff Aup-
perle, director of the Calling and Ca-
reer Office, spoke about the evils of 
anger and contempt and how to 
show agape love. Students were 
then given more time for reflection.
Interim President Paige Cunning-
ham closed with a message about 
unity and reconciliation. Sopho-
more Hannah Embree said Cun-
ningham’s message was her favorite 
because of Cunningham’s personal 
experience with some of the topics.
“She really demonstrated the 
fact that she’s thought about things 
from different perspectives,” Em-
bree said.
Soderquist hopes that there will 
be more events like this in the fu-
ture to handle other hard topics. He 
thinks discussions like this should 
happen every fall.
echo@taylor.edu
“We couldn’t disagree well with one another; 
we couldn’t share different perspectives 
without getting really upset.”
TU GATHER promotes discussion
were accepted.
Having a lower number of stu-
dents with academic risk lowered 
the total count. That pairs with a 
class that earned slightly institu-
tional merit scholarships due to 
higher ACT and SAT scores to sig-
nificantly widen the deficit.
“Anytime you use past expe-
rience to predict for the future, 
you’re subject to the whims of 
change,” Olson said. “There’s a 
time where we would go back and 
use a ten-year history to make 
these projections. The world of 
higher education is radically dif-
ferent than it was five years ago, 
ten years ago.”
Both Mortland and Olson refer-
enced the general shift in higher 
Photograph by Ross Kimbrell
Sophomore Leah Conley gets help registering to vote from Jakob Miller.
the vote to impact the issues that 
shape the voter’s everyday life on 
a daily basis.
This line of thinking is shared by 
Reilly LaRose, a junior PPE major.
“There’s too much empha-
sis placed on federal elections,” 
LaRose said. “You can find great 
ideas that can change your life in 
local elections and find fellowship 
with your community, facing the 
same issues. We become detached 
when it’s all about the big issues.”
Another encouragement of-
fered for wary voters who may 
find themselves in a political mi-
nority is that losing an election 
does not mean the losing side’s 
votes have no effect. Politicians 
watch the results of every elec-
tion to find trends. Every vote cast 
helps to shape what the next elec-
tion will look like.
“We are called to be salt and 
light to the world around us,” 
Miller said. “A vote is power and 
responsibility. We shouldn’t bury 
our coin in the ground, we should 
use it.”
As the presidential primaries 
The ducks were safely delivered 
to Brown’s home around 6 p.m. 
on Sept. 30, and have been adjust-
ing well ever since.
He plans to provide them with 
a kiddy pool of water if they 
would like. However, the ducks 
don’t seem to know what to do 
with water. If this continues, he 
hopes that they will assimilate as 
quasi-chickens. 
“I’m really glad they are some-
where where there was some-
one to take care of them,” said 
freshman Abigail Franklin, resi-
dent of Breu. “I don’t think they 
should have been yeeted at all. 
But I think in the grand scheme 
of things, this is probably the best 
thing that could have happened 
to them.”
The whole occurrence has raised 
questions on campus around the 
safety of the ducks while living in 
Sammy, the dumping of the ducks 
into Breu pond and their survival 
if they had stayed there. 
Assistant Professor of Envi-
ronmental Science Rob Reber 
believes the ducks could cause 
harm to the lake, introduce dis-
eases to the natural world and 
spread too much fecal matter. 
He was surprised the duck-
lings made it on the shoreline 
until they were found, as they 
didn’t know how to swim and 
were at risk of being eaten by 
hawks and local stray cats. The 
fact that they had been raised 
in captivity for the majority of 
their life makes them domesti-
cated animals. 
“They weren’t designed for nat-
ural systems,” Reber said. “You 
wouldn’t just take a dog and raise 
it for a few days and let it loose, 
right?”
He too believes the ducks will 
take more to the lives of their 
neighboring chickens rather than 
continuing to live as ducks. 
Renamed Samuel and Mor-
ris, the ducks will live out the 
rest of their days under the care 
of Brown’s daughter Cana; more 
updates to come.
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are poised to begin next year, 
Miller will be offering a course 
in Campaigns and Elections and 
hopes to host many more events 
to encourage civic participation 
on campus. He could not offer de-
tails, but promised that there will 
be free food.
For those interested in becom-
ing more politically engaged, a 
specialized, free Taylor-based Tur-
boVote can be accessed at tinyurl.
com/tuvotes, to help register and 
research electoral questions. 
echo@taylor.edu
education occurring among all 
colleges. A variety of alternatives 
exist beyond a four-year degree, 
and they cause financial strain on 
institutions like Taylor.
Mortland also said the decline in 
the North American church specif-
ically affects institutions like Tay-
lor or its sister schools.
“Sometimes you may need to 
stay on your current expense path 
because you know, or at least you 
believe, that things will change be-
cause of things that you are doing 
that will improve your revenue sit-
uation,” Olson said in reference to 
rectifying the deficit. “So don’t cut 
out those expenses because they’re 
necessary to get you to that point 
in two years.”
Olson believes that Taylor must 
continue spending necessary 
funds on its programs despite the 
deficit. By investing in Taylor pro-
grams, the university will draw 
in students. He said Taylor has 
time since it has a strong finan-
cial foundation.
Mortland said students directly 
affect Taylor’s enrollment by giving 
testimonials of their experiences to 
high schoolers. Olson stressed little 
steps like eating responsibly at the 
DC or respecting campus facilities; 
both affect the budget.
“When Taylor’s handled it best, 
one we’ve not panicked,” said 
Tom Jones, dean of humanities, 
arts and biblical studies. “ Two, 
we’ve taken stock of what we 
do best in comparison to what 
students want. We don’t try to 
change who we are.”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Ross Kimbrell
Around 150 students came together for TU GATHER.
Photograph by Josie Koontz
Sophomore Nathaniel Ortega signed with the military.
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Coffee shop series: Monthly Grind
Taylor remembers the legacy of West Village 30 years later




“Coffee is merely an excuse,” 
said Rob Tippey, the multipli-
cation pastor for Fairmount 
Wesleyan Church.
Although freshly-brewed 
drinks sourced from the Abbey 
Coffee Company and food are 
an integral part of the business, 
Tippey considers The Branch a 
place focused uniquely on com-
munity. Comfy chairs and large 
tables accommodate groups or 
people working, while a cork-
board with coupons for “shar-
ing coffee, sharing life” makes 
the environment more like an 
interactive place.
The Branch opened two and 
a half years ago when Fair-
mount Wesleyan Church was 
looking to extend their minis-
try. The church family wanted 
to create a place that was not 
explicitly a church but could 
foster community. They decid-
ed a coffee shop was an inviting 
“third place,” meaning a place 
separate from the home and the 
church for people to spend time 
in community.
“We’re not in this to make 
money, we’re in this for the 
community — that’s our prima-
ry purpose,” Tippey said.
From there, the church pur-
chased the building located at 
108 S Main St. in downtown 
Fairmount. Because the original 
building was a license branch, 
the church went through a year 
and a half renovation process 
to bring the proper utilities and 
industrial, rustic decor to frui-
tion inside. 
The old license branch then 
became The Branch. Tippey 
said the name was two-fold: 
building off of the previous 
purpose, and branching into 
the community as a remind-
er of John 15. Because John 15 
says Christ is the vine and the 
church are the branches, The 
Branch resembles a place to 
bear fruit according to Christ’s 
calling. 
“We filled a hole in this town 
— that there hasn’t been a place 
that you could come together . . 
. We’ve seen a lot of fruit when 
it comes to doing what God has 
called us to do here,” Tippey said.
The Branch has become a 
space that houses much more 
than coffee. The shop serves 
regular customers from all 
walks of life, faiths and purpos-
es. Tippey said some of the old 
license branch workers even 
come in once a month to catch 
up over lunch and coffee. 
Barista Sarah Sallee, who be-
gan working at The Branch be-
cause she had always loved the 
environment, said the commu-
nity atmosphere has always 
been one of the best aspects.
“I have loved the regulars, 
striking up conversations with 
them . . . and also just seeing 
people run into people they 
know,” Sallee said. “It seems 
like everyone is just friends, 
and (the community) is so easy.”
During their Sunday church 
service at 10:30 a.m., around 40 
people gather for in-house wor-
ship and a streamed service of 
the main campus. Although the 
satellite service has only been 
meeting since February, Tippey 
said it has been amazing to see 
God show up. 
On one occasion, Tippey 
brought in a tub for a baptism 
service on the coffee shop stage. 
Regular attendance doubled 
as 82 people gathered at The 
Branch to witness the public 
display of faith. 
“The further we get into it, 
the more we want to affect this 
culture and faith of our town,” 
Tippey said. 
Additionally, the loft, with 
large windows that overlook 
downtown, often serves as a 
meeting place for groups or 
clubs. During the James Dean 
Festival, the upstairs loft was 
reserved as a refreshment area 
for police officers. Most of the 
time, however, the loft is open 
for customers to meet with 
friends or work.
More recently, The Branch 
has added a food truck. The 
Branch already offers a cafe 
menu, but last summer they be-
gan taking their gourmet grilled 
cheese sandwiches on the road 
for the Fairmount park summer 
concerts. Then, The Branch in-
vested in a bonafide truck to 
properly serve their customers 
at special events and on Thurs-
days in Marion. 
All in all, the journey to this 
Tippey hopes people remem-
ber that they always have a 
place at The Branch. The space 
was designed to accommodate 
the various needs of the com-
munity with large and small ta-
bles, standing tables, children’s 
play area, couches, conference 
room and loft. The drink and 
food menu also features a va-
riety of different items for dif-
ferent tastes, some of which 
are seasonal, which can be 
found online.
In the future, Tippey looks 
forward to continuing reach-
ing into the community and 
seeing how God will continue 
to use them.
“People (are) life — (they 
are) the most important things 
in our lives,” Tippey said. “We 
want to do what’s possible to 
create a space for people to be 
together . . . We want to foster 
that every step of the way, every 
way we can.”
The Branch is open Monday 
– Saturday from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Special events are posted on 
their Instagram and Facebook. 
Their food truck will also be on 
campus for Taylor’s homecom-
ing weekend.
echo@taylor.edu




When Michael Hammond 
opened his housing assignment 
letter in the summer of 1988, he 
was surprised when he did not 
see the familiar name of Sam-
uel Morris, Wengatz or even 
Gerig Hall.
His housing assignment: 
West Village.
“What is West Village? That 
was my first question,” Hammond 
said. “Why is West Village? Was 
my second question. What did I 
do to deserve this? Was probably 
my third.”
Now serving as Taylor’s provost, 
Hammond humorously reflected 
on his own time at Taylor at the 
faculty chapel on Aug. 30, which 
included the beginning of West 
Village’s peculiar legacy.
After record enrollment for the 
1988-89 academic year, Taylor 
faced a student housing shortage. 
Although new construction had 
begun on a new residence build-
ing — Bergwall Hall, which would 
open the following year — dozens 
of new students were left without 
housing. 
The university responded by 
purchasing 13 mobile home units 
for $300,000 total, according to 
a 1988 article from the Marion 
Chronicle-Tribune. The units were 
set up in rows behind the old Odle 
gymnasium and the settlement 
named “West Village,” as a one-
year, temporary solution until the 
completion of Bergwall.       
Each 14-by-80 foot unit had four 
bedrooms, two full bathrooms 
and a lounge area. The units, 
which quickly became known as 
the ‘mods,’ each housed six fresh-
men and one upperclassman as 
a PA.
“It’s great,” said freshman Steve 
Hiatt in a 1988 Echo article. “It’s 
carpeted, has two bathrooms for 
seven people, has two telephones 
and never gets loud like a dorm. 
I love it.”
While West Village did offer 
closer access to the gymnasium 
and the Dining Commons, living 
far away from the rest of campus 
did pose difficulties for the resi-
dents, who came to be known as 
the ‘mod squad’ and the ‘village 
people,’ according to the article. 
In the place of a hall council, the 
residents formed a ‘village coun-
cil,’ of which Hammond was elect-
ed mayor.
“(There were 91) of us out there, 
sort of suffering for Jesus on the 
frontier,” Hammond said, joking-
ly. “Beyond the village border, as 
it were.”
One challenge in particular for 
residents was the lack of laun-
dry facilities located near West 
Village, Hammond said. Once a 
week, one of Hammond’s friends 
would pick up residents in a Tay-
lor van and drive them to Wen-
gatz and Olson to avoid the trek 
across campus.
point for The Branch has been 
blessed. Tippey said the com-
munity has gone beyond what 
he could have expected. He rou-
tinely ministers to customers 
and employees, but many of the 
most impactful moments have 
gone beyond any planning.
For example, on one of the 
rare occasions Tippey was 
working as a barista, a woman 
came in who looked like she 
was on the brink of tears. As 
Tippey tried to be friendly and 
inviting, she ended up sharing 
that her granddaughter had 
just received a bleak medical 
diagnosis. The two then prayed 
together, and Tippey promised 
the church would be praying for 
the situation.
Around two months lat-
er, Tippey was coincidental-
ly working as a barista again 
when the same woman came 
in. Defying all odds, her grand-
daughter had been healed. 
“To be part of something 
like that (was) so awesome . . 
. we build a relationship with 
the town, and we’ve done that 
through people, which has been 
amazing,” Tippey said. 
As The Branch continues 
to pour into the community, 
Despite some of the challeng-
es of living in West Village, most 
students were able to form close 
communities with their fellow ‘vil-
lage people.’ The residents would 
gather on the nearby softball field 
to play homerun derby, Ham-
mond said.
The Fall of 1989 brought more 
changes to campus. With the 
completion of Bergwall Hall, resi-
dents from West Village were giv-
en the option to move into the 
brand new residence hall. Howev-
er, due to another record enroll-
ment, Taylor decided to extend 
the use of West Village for another 
year, Provost Daryl Yost revealed 
to students in a July 1989 letter.
“We give praise for these num-
bers,” Yost wrote. “It does mean 
longer lines at the dining com-
mons and a crowded chapel hour; 
but we are confident you’ll adjust 
and get excited about this bless-
ing with us.”
Taylor sold three of the mobile 
homes at the start of the year, 
leaving 10 remaining.
By the fall of 1990, the ‘mods’ 
had become housing primarily for 
upperclassmen and athletes who 
enjoyed the proximity to the gym. 
“We now see them [the ‘mods’] 
as a good option for upperclass-
men to have the best of both 
worlds [on and off-campus living],” 
director of housing Denise Baker-
ink said in a 1991 Echo article.
In 1998, West Village was offi-
cially closed due to the opening of 
the new Samuel Morris Hall and 
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Sophomores Gillian Haenggi and Ruthie Claydon and freshman Jon Yoder enjoy coffee and community at The Branch.
Photograph provided by Ilium Archives
Upperclassmen help new students move into the ‘mods’ in West Village in the fall of 1989.
the remaining mobile homes sold 
off. According to Hammond, one 
of the mobile homes was located 
in a mobile home park in northern 
Upland for many years.
Although West Village is long 
gone, Hammond still remembers 
the close connections he made 
with his fellow students as they 
dealt with the interesting envi-
ronment of West Village.
“Some of the friends I made out 
there are still people that are good 
friends to this day,” he said. “This 
year at Welcome Weekend there 
were four of us who all had lived 
in West Village that first year, who 
all have our kids here now.”
Director of Assessment Kim 
Case, who served as the hall di-
rector of Gerig Hall in 1988 when 
West Village first opened, remem-
bers the efforts taken to create an 
atmosphere similar to other res-
idence halls on campus. Despite 
the unusual housing situation, 
she believes they were successful 
at creating such an experience, 
she said. 
Throughout the 10 years of its 
existence, West Village was a sig-
nificant part of hundreds of stu-
dents’ experience at Taylor, from 
the quirks of the ‘mods,’ to the 
community that was forged as a 
result. 
“For some, West Village will not 
be missed very much,” an article in 
the 1989 Illium read. “But for oth-
ers, the memories of their ‘mod’ 




Young Adult Book Club makes reading cool once again
Monthly club meets 
to dive into fiction
Mackenzie Derico
Staff Writer
Do you have an interest in young 
adult books, but struggle to find 
the time to read? If so, the Taylor 
Young Adult Book Club is for you. 
Junior Harli Broge and Assis-
tant Professor of English Carie 
King run the book club. Togeth-
er they brainstorm books to read, 
plan meetings and come up with 
questions to generate conversa-
tion about the novels. Meetings 
generally take place on the last 
Wednesday of every month at 
4 p.m. in the Relief Room in the 
Reade building. 
The  book club reads one book 
per month, then meets to discuss 
their thoughts. A normal meet-
ing consists of group conversa-
tions, snacks, coffee and tea.
The club was originally started 
for education majors so that they 
would have lots of book recom-
mendations for their students, 
but it is now encouraged for 
all students. Even if someone 
doesn’t have time to read the 
book, the club would love to have 
people come and be a part of the 
conversation to learn about what 
they are reading.  
“It is a great way to get read-
ing again outside of what you are 
supposed to read for class and to 
find out what is popular, new and 
enjoyable,” said Broge.
King agreed that here she 
learns about books that she nev-
er would have been introduced 
to before. She said it is a beauti-
ful space to learn and grow with 
other students and faculty mem-
bers who have different reading 
experiences than she does.
“Don’t forget why we read,” 
King said. “Don’t lose sight of 
the joy of reading in this time in 
college. Be sure to find reading 
that is going to challenge you and 
grow you and excite you, along 
with your studies.”  
Lana Wilson, assistant di-
rector and research librarian 
for the Zondervan Library, also 
said reading is important and 
can be a good outlet as it allows 
people to go on adventures in 
which they learn to care for oth-
ers better. 
Wilson has been working very 
hard to develop and reorganize 
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Jeff Cramer, Michael Hammond, Charlie Brainer and Greg MaGee pose next 
to the Terracotta Warrior located in the Spencer Center.
Terracotta Warrior becomes scholarship fund




Most tourists bring back a key 
chain from the places they 
visit. Instead, the 2019 J-term 
group to China brought back a 
six-foot tall Terracotta statue. 
The Honors Guild freshmen 
and faculty touched down in 
Beijing after a 14-hour direct 
flight from Chicago. In the two 
weeks that followed, the Hon-
ors group visited Xi’an, Nanjing 
and Shanghai. 
“Each city had a different 
purpose for us being there. We 
went to Xi’an specifically for 
the Terracotta Warriors” said 
Jen Cline,  graduate assistant 
for the Honors Guild.
During the two weeks As-
sociate Professor of Biblical 
Studies Greg MaGee taught the 
course Biblical Literature II for 
Honors students. The students 
benefited from Magee’s cultural 
and historical knowledge from 
the years he lived in China. 
From the Great Wall to the 
Terracotta Army, the Honors 
group saw some of China’s 
most astounding attractions. 
After touring the Terracotta 
Army on a cold day, students 
huddled in the gift shop to stay 
warm. 
“There was a display of 15 
life-sized statues of all different 
variety from archers to gener-
als. I was looking at the gener-
al and I looked at it a little too 
long” said Jeff Cramer, Director 
of the Honors Guild.  
What began as a joke soon 
became a reality. By May, the 
plans fell into place to buy the 
Terracotta Warrior nicknamed 
‘The General.’ 
The faculty present on the 
trip worked together to make 
it possible. Three months later, 
The General arrived by ship to 
Los Angeles and was taken by 
truck to Indianapolis. 
“We took Cramer’s little, red 
three-seater truck to the Indy 
airport [to pick up the statue 
at a] little shipping center,” said 
sophomore Clare Johnson. 
The General now stands in 
the Spencer Center Office in 
the Boren Center. 
The Terracotta Warrior is 
not only a tangible memory 
of the China trip, it is also a 
scholarship fund for students 
who will study abroad in Xi’an. 
The fundraising idea origi-
nated from  Provost Michael 
Hammond and soon became a 
campus-wide endeavor. 
“This was a great opportu-
nity to bring a life size replica 
of a true world treasure to our 
campus. And I hoped that this 
would bring a richer appreci-
ation and awareness for Chi-
na and the Chinese people,” 
said Hammond.
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the young adult section of the li-
brary so students can find good 
reads with ease. Hundreds of 
books have been added over 
the past couple of years. Books 
in the library are now organized 
into three sections: Middle Grade 
Fiction, Early Fiction and Young 
Adult fiction. King highly encour-
ages all students to utilize this 
resource. 
Next month the book club will 
be diving into books by Laurie 
Halse Anderson, and invites all 
to join. To get more information 
about the book club, join the YA 
Club (TU) page on Facebook, fol-
low them on Instagram @TU_
YABookClub or show up to their 
next meeting on Oct. 30.
echo@taylor.edu
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Juniors Max Urban and Katie Turner read up for book club.
Which popular Taylor study spot is best for you? Take this quiz to find out
Learning how to 
study well is crucial
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer
As the anticipation of mid-
term exams looms overhead, you 
know you need to get your nose in 
some books. Study guides need to 
be filled out, Quizlets need to be 
created and a whole lot of coffee 
needs to be brewed. 
The location you choose could 
make or break your productivity, 
but you may be indecisive about 
where on campus to go. Especial-
ly if this is your first year at Tay-
lor, you may still be experimenting 
with which locations suit you best.
Take this quiz as a tool to find 
out which study spot might be 
right for you, and may the grading 
curve be ever in your favor!
Additional favorite study spots to 
try include the Euler atrium, Reade 
lounge, and above the Hodson Din-
ing Commons — plus, don’t be 
afraid to try outdoors! Keep paying 
attention to your study habits, and 
identifying your worst distractions; 
it’s okay if you’re still learning how 
best to study in a college setting. 
Finally, don’t be afraid to reach 
out to resources like the Academ-
ic Enrichment Center, Counsel-
ing Center, Residence Life staff 
and preceptorial leaders if you’re 
struggling. Sometimes it’s not just 
about the place. Don’t forget — you 
are surrounded by people cheering 
you on.
echo@taylor.edu
You need some brain fuel — what is your go-to study snack?
A. I don’t study snack, I study meal — pizza, nuggets, salads, you name it!
B. Something portable and portioned — anything that will fit in a Ziploc bag, like 
nuts or chocolate covered blueberries.
C. Whatever snacks are in my stash from Reade Avenue Market and Dollar General. 
I need variety!
You’re in the zone, riding a wave of productivity, when one of 
the below happens and breaks your focus. Which of these dis-
tractions would bother you the most?
A. You are swallowed by the overwhelming silence in the room and spiral into a mini 
existential crisis, your Tell-Tale Heart your only companion in the stillness. 
B. You are obviously deep in thought, perhaps even with earbuds in, when a friend 
approaches and starts an irrelevant conversation. Of course it’s the friend that could 
out-talk an auctioneer. 
C. Your seat is too hard. Your table tips a little. It’s too cold. The lighting is much too 
harsh and flickers at random. You remind yourself of Goldilocks — nothing is just 
right.
Your GroupMe is blowing up because your project group is try-
ing to figure out where to meet. Which of these group study 
elements are important to you?
A. I need to be able to vocalize my opinions, joke around and have access to food. 
Group project meetings need to have a party atmosphere or else I’ll get bored!
B. I need to be able to get down to business, block out external distractions and have 
access to academic resources. Group project meetings need to have a scholarly atmo-
sphere or else I won’t get anything done!
C. I need to be able to feel at ease, relax and have access to the food and furniture I’m 
familiar with. Group project meetings need to have a customizable atmosphere or 
else I won’t feel truly comfortable!
How do you force yourself to get your head in the game?
A. If I have my class materials out in public, I want to at least look like I’m studying, 
which often tricks me into actually studying. It’s like . . . accountability from strangers.
B. I need to pull a Deitrich Bonhoeffer — but with less Life Together and more silence 
and solitude. 
C. I need to create an atmosphere that fits my needs at the time. The perfect snacks, 
the most comfortable pillows, the appropriate lighting, music to match my mood . . . 
I need to vibe with it, you know?
Pick an aesthetic. 
A. A pack of new pens. Laptop stickers. A chilled coffee. Intermittent laughter punctu-
ating the music in your headphones.
B. Hardcover books. Stained glass lamps. Yellow graphite pencils. Dust dancing in the 
sunlight streaming through the window. 
C. Hanging lights. Soft quilts. The scent of home. Succulents on the windowsill like 
emerald crowns. 
Mostly A’s: The Campus Center may be your best choice! Spacious, bright and 
full of life, scholars have the option to study solo while still surrounded by familiar 
faces. The Campus Center is ideal for those who need some white noise and like to 
socialize during study breaks. Bonus: you’re never too far away from a snack, so treat 
yourself to a milkshake once you finish your essay! 
Mostly B’s: Try the Zondervan Library! With study rooms, a quiet first floor 
and nearly silent second floor, scholars have the option to study with varying levels 
of noise and minimal distractions. The library is also full of helpful resources like the 
Academic Enrichment Center (AEC). Bonus: The Geek Room, located in the corner 
of the library atrium, is for those who want to study in complete silence. Not for chatty 
folks or for clumsy Hydroflask owners. 
Mostly C’s: Your dorm might be your favorite location! With the comforts of 
home and the freedom to customize, scholars have the option to play music out loud, 
lie down and surround themselves with things and people they love. Bonus: for ex-
troverts, pals are right next door, and for introverts, a cozy room with no one else in 






How do you picture God?
It’s a big question, I know. But I 
think it is one that we often don’t 
think about. Take a minute to 
close your eyes and picture God.
How does God appear? Is God 
human-like? What are God’s fea-
tures expressing? How does God 
look at you and feel about you? 
Do you like the image that you 
have of God? Do you love it?
Although we do not see God, 
we all have an image of what God 
looks like. I’d bet that many of us 
have the stereotypical image of 
God as a bearded man with white 
robes (and probably white skin).
Our visual image of God often 
speaks loudly about how we per-
ceive God’s character as well.
The Bible uses a diverse host of 
images and metaphors to speak 
about God’s character. God is a 
father (Psalm 103:13). God is a 
mother (Isaiah 66:13). God is a 
lion (Hosea 11:10). God is a lamb 
(John 1:29). God is Lord (Isaiah 
45:5). God is like an eagle (Deu-
teronomy 32:11). God is our friend 
(John 15:15). God is a vine/vine-
dresser (John 15:1–2). 
There are, of course, so many 
more; these are simply a few ex-
amples of the diverse imagery 
found in the Bible. 
We need to continually ex-
pand our God-image and be-
come comfortable with a full 
range of metaphors which help 
us to describe the indescribable 
Local farm brings 
change to Upland 
Leah Ryg
L&T Co-Editor
People shouldn’t be the object of 
our pity, instead we should be look-
ing for ways to help them. Victo-
ry Acres is looking for ways to do 
just that.
Located just three miles from 
Taylor’s campus is a farm unlike 
most farms. While they still have 
the typical produce and tractors 
found on an average farm, their 
mission is more than just growing 
quality produce. 
Victory Acres is located on a 
farm that has been in the Hime-
lick family for seven generations. 
In October of 2005, after a season 
of prayer and waiting, the farm was 
turned into a place to welcome the 
people who feel worthless, to give a 
home to the homeless and routine 
to the restless. 
The mission is to use the farm as 
a backdrop to helping people who 
are struggling — whether that be 
with addiction or other issues —to 
find a home and a purpose.
Eric Himelick, the executive di-
rector of Victory Acres, spent the 
first 18 years of his life living on the 
farm. After moving to Indianapolis, 
Himelick saw hurt and pain in the 
lives of his community. He knew 
something had to be done. This 
was the start of Victory Inner-city 
Ministries, Inc., a non-profit orga-
nization that works to improve 
community and economic devel-
opment of innercities. 
The city can be a dangerous 
place for some and lead people to 
a lifestyle of hurt, and it becomes 
hard to break habits. A breath of 
fresh air and a change in scenery 
is sometimes needed, and Hime-
lick knew just the place. It had to be 
the place where he spent the first 
“The work the farm does is by no means simple, 
but having the backdrop of a farm gives people a 
purpose and a goal each day. ”








Thanks to our chapel speaker, 
I now refuse to listen to a 
sermon on neighboring 
unless it starts with a live 
reenactment of the opening 
sequence from Mr. Roger’s 
Neighborhood. #tayloru
Madi Williams                       
@MadiMoose_
3WW - Thank you for 
spending a week in 
sheer terror purely for our 
enjoyment. Happy 25th 
@Melon_Gourd #tayloru
Jack Mancuso @pants_town 
what if we kissed at the DC 
conveyor belt #tayloru
Becah @becahschwartz
it’s October which means 
Croctober which means rock 
that foam fashion, ladies and 
gents @Crocs #tayloru
gabriella rivera                      
@gabrivera42
my goals this year: ace my 
classes, drink a lot of coffee, 
and get my vc to fall in love 
with me #tayloru
Emily Knight                          
@manyartsofem
It’s October 1 and the only 
birds I can hear when exiting 
the DC this morning are 
crows. Apparently #tayloru is 
ready for the spooky season.
Kendra @the_keendra
If you really want to be a 
servant leader, go get your 






He is not related to Serena 
Williams. Also enjoys chess. 
Tori Hilse
Junior: 
Her Jumping Bean order is a We 
Cov with chocolate chai! Feel 
free to buy her one ;) 
TheWeekly
18 years of his life.
Victory Acres’s mission is to use 
their farm as a means to develop 
discipleship, responsibility and 
routine into people’s lives. They 
want to be a hospitable place to 
offer healing and restoration to in-
ner-city individuals and families. 
Their program offers regular spir-
itual accountability, bible studies, 
prayer times and fellowship. 
Not often is Upland, Ind. associ-
ated with the inner city, but Victo-
ry Acres is looking to change that. 
They are looking to come along-
side people and be a part of their 
story. 
“We don’t see folks that are in a 
relationship with us in the city as 
just objects of our pity, we really see 
them as people who God intends 
for them to experience the same 
shalom — to sit at the table with 
us and experience that good life,” 
Himelick said. 
The farm has hosted 27 long-
term residents and hundreds of 
short-term guests. Himelick has 
seen God working in people’s lives 
through Victory Acres. One exam-
ple of God at work is the story of 
a man named Scott. Scott had be-
come addicted to cocaine. His life 
had spun out of control. After be-
ing homeless, he came to Victo-
ry Acres.
“God really began to put his life 
together again as we just walked 
the road with him,” Himelick said.
This last year Himelick partic-
ipated in Scott’s wedding. Scott, 
now six years sober, began his jour-
ney to health simply by getting up 
every day at the farm. He is now 
a Christ follower and leader who 
helps others who struggle with 
addiction. 
The work the farm does is by no 
means simple, but having the back-
drop of a farm gives people a pur-
pose and a goal each day. 
This type of transformation 
Victory Acres facilitates is exact-
ly why new farm manager, Dan-
iel Troyer, wanted to work there. 
He is convinced that this change 
can happen because even in his 
first three months working at the 
farm, he has seen the rural setting 
change the lives of his own family. 
Troyer’s mission is to build up 
the agriculture, grow more pro-
duce and use the farm itself to pro-
vide people with meaningful and 
therapeutic work.
“Oftentimes, missionaries and 
pastors need a place where they 
can send people that need a chance 
to get away, and maybe those peo-
ple are hard to serve in the city it-
self,” Troyer said. 
Victory Acres has been this 
place in people’s lives and hopes 
to continue to be that in the years 
to come. The next step for Victo-
ry Acres is to use their 114 acres to 
provide families with an affordable 
and safe place to live. The farm 
hopes to bring families out of po-
tentially dangerous situations and 
be able to say “Welcome Home” to 
them. 
In order to make this happen, 
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Jeff Cramer, Michael Hammond, Charlie Brainer and Greg MaGee pose next 
to the Terracotta Warrior located in the Spencer Center.
God. God is a being beyond these 
earthly metaphors, and we risk 
losing important elements of 
God’s character if we overem-
phasize one image to the point 
of neglecting another.
The different metaphors and 
images of God often minister to 
me in times of need. My fresh-
man year, I felt that God was a 
distant being, and familial im-
agery became a great comfort to 
me, helping me feel bold to ap-
proach God in prayer. Now, being 
a senior, I worry about my future, 
and thinking about God as Lord 
brings peace and a reminder that 
my role is to simply listen and 
be obedient.
If you are lonely, God, who 
is our friend, will be there for 
comfort. When we undergo 
temptation, we can let the Lion 
fight our battles for us. When 
we are uncertain, we can listen 
for and trust in the voice of the 
Good Shepherd.
I return to my earlier ques-
tion. How do you picture God? 
What are the images and met-
aphors that you associate with 
God? How can your picture be 
expanded? What aspects of God’s 
character might you be neglect-
ing? God’s transcendence? God’s 
nearness? God’s love? God’s lord-
ship? God’s joy?
As we grow in our knowledge 
of the images and metaphors the 
Bible uses to describe God, we 
will also grow in our knowledge 
of God. Suddenly, our rigid and 
limited notions of God are blown 
away and we can sit in wonder 
and awe at the feet of a God who 
is so far beyond any human de-
scriptions. Let us praise the One 




2. Built a big boat
4. Did not get eaten by lions
5. Wrote many letters to the early christian 
church
7. Jesus is going to this wee little man’s house 
today
9. The mother of Jesus
Down
1. Tried to run from God
3. Died on the cross to save us
5. This Roman governor condemned Jesus
6. Doubting _________
8. He tempted Jesus
Terracotta Warrior becomes scholarship fund
Which popular Taylor study spot is best for you? Take this quiz to find out
Victory Acres would love to have 
volunteers come and give their 
time to help them even with lit-
tle things like washing vegetables. 
Freshman Michael Eggers had the 
opportunity to volunteer at the 
farm with his preceptorial group. 
“My favorite part about volun-
teering there was helping to pick 
and sort vegetables and getting to 
know people in my preceptorial 
and people in the local community 
better,” Eggers said. “I learned that 
there are nearby farms that are eas-
ily accessible to volunteer at and 
positively impact the community.” 
A farm store on the proper-
ty is open to the public Monday 
through Friday. They sell fresh 
meat, produce and eggs at an af-
fordable price. All profits go toward 
growing good food and supporting 
the mission. 
Victory Acres is more than a 
place that sprouts vegetables; it’s a 
place to grow as a person and grow 
closer to our Creator. Its is giving 
people a chance to sit at the table. 
For more info visit: www.victo-
ryacres.org
echo@taylor.edu
Victory Acres plants seeds of hope
Photograph by Stephen Dagher
Taylor frequently receives fresh, locally grown vegetables, fruits and herbs 
from Daniel Troyer’s Victory Acres Farm only a few miles away in Upland, Ind.
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Guest singer shares rich Caribbean culture with students
Brad Pitt stars in psychologically taxing space odyssey
Professional writing students learn from expert
Pollonais presents 
‘Songs of the Islands’
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor
A piece of the Caribbean came to 
campus Monday, Sept. 30.
Maegan Pollonais presented 
“Songs of the Islands: Caribbe-
an Art Songs,” by Dominique Le 
Gendre, a song cycle highlighting 
Caribbean music traditions. This 
was only the third time this cy-
cle has been performed outside 
of the Caribbean.
Before the music began, Pol-
lonais presented a lecture that 
covered the history of the Ca-
ribbean islands and the way dif-
ferent cultures influenced the 
region’s musical traditions. 
“I never realized the amount 
of pain that happened in the 
Caribbean,” said Hannah Gerig, 
a freshman who attended the 
recital. “A lot of those songs 
were so painful but with so 
much hope.”
The lecture started with the 
‘Ad Astra’ twists 
space adventures                     
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer
Brad Pitt is in space, and he’s not 
really sure why.
Such is the underlying prem-
ise of James Gray’s new addition 
to the space adventure genre, 
“Ad Astra” (PG-13). On paper, the 
plotline reads like many space 
missions from before. Sudden 
and unexplained cosmic en-
ergy surges are threatening all 
life on Earth. Roy McBride (Brad 
Pitt), one of America’s finest as-
tronauts, is sent on a classified 
mission to save the world when 
the phenomenon is sourced to a 
missing space station that was 
commanded by Roy’s father, 
H. Clifford McBride (Tommy 
Lee Jones).
The film itself, however, is 
anything but a typical space 
action film. It is, first and fore-
most, an intense, psychological 
acting showcase for Pitt, as the 
script plumbs the deep ques-
tions of human existence on 
Roy’s search for his father and 
region’s history of slavery and 
the way African traditions com-
bined with French and English 
music. When slavery was abol-
ished, indentured servitude 
brought in Chinese and Indone-
sian cultures that further diversi-
fied the region.
To represent this history, the 
first half of the song cycle was 
traditional folk songs, while the 
second half was original music by 
Le Gendre that drew inspiration 
for meaning to his own life.
Of course, there are plenty of 
jaw-dropping action sequenc-
es along the way. In particu-
lar, a high-speed moon rover 
chase early on takes full advan-
tage of the alternative gravity of 
the moon environment to cre-
ate an exhilarating fight-scene. 
Other scenes are equally spec-
tacular, and there are too many 
to fully describe in detail here. 
Those looking for incredible 
from the earlier music. A variety 
of cultures can be heard through-
out, as each song comes from a 
different background.
“Ultimately, I believe that is 
what this song cycle is about,” 
Pollonais said during the lecture. 
“It is about the past influencing 
the future but also the beauty 
that was created out of something 
that started off so negatively. We 
can see this message of triumph 
over darkness and apply it to our 
visuals of the cosmos will not 
be disappointed.
An all-star cast of supporting 
characters show up throughout 
Roy’s journey. They come and go 
quickly, filling out each step of 
the trip, but the likes of Don-
ald Sutherland and Ruth Neg-
ga manage to make those small 
parts memorable. Jones also 
owns his role, but the movie ful-
ly belongs to Pitt.
Pitt finds a role here that may 
worked with her in the past 
and knew she was a commit-
ted singer who cared about 
sharing the stories behind 
her performances.
“These songs allow us to en-
counter a culture’s artistic ex-
pression in a form that brings 
them into the classical vocal 
orbit,” Angell said. “This makes 




class comes to Taylor
Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writer
This semester, professional writ-
ing students are learning about 
screenwriting from an expert in 
a special class. 
For professional writing ma-
jors, this class, Writing for Film 
and Television, fulfills the re-
quirement of taking a 400 level 
seminar class.
Students in the professional 
writing program have the op-
portunity each semester to learn 
about a unique aspect of writing 
taught by an expert in that field. 
This semester, Cecil Stokes, a 
writer, director and producer 
from North Carolina, is teach-
ing the class. 
Stokes is best known for his 
work on the films “October 
Baby” and “A Man Named Pearl.” 
He is also the founder of Tent-
makers Entertainment and has 
worked on over 500 cable televi-
sion shows for popular networks 
such as ESPN, Food Network and 
HGTV. 
Stokes always wanted to teach 
a course at the college level, so 
when he received the oppor-
tunity to teach this class, he 
quickly accepted.
Though not a graduate of Tay-
lor, Stokes has become familiar 
with the university as he has met 
many students and faculty during 
writing conferences. He has even 
worked with Taylor alumni, in-
cluding Jason Burkey (‘07), an 
actor who starred in “October 
Baby” and has had roles in “I Can 
Only Imagine” and “Nashville”. 
Throughout this class, which 
daily lives.”
Pollonais also said she saw the 
recital as a way to remind people 
that there is more to classical mu-
sic than just the traditional styles 
of France, Germany and England. 
Her goal is to break the stereotyp-
ical ideas of Caribbean music and 
raise awareness of the region’s 
cultural contributions.
Associate Professor of Mu-
sic Conor Angell organized Pol-
lonais’s visit to campus. He had 
even overshadow his much-ac-
claimed supporting part in 
Quentin Tarantino’s “Once Upon 
a Time in Hollywood” this sum-
mer. Vast stretches of the film 
feature him alone, traveling 
through space and contemplat-
ing his own psychosis and hu-
manity’s place in the universe. 
This highlights how minimal di-
alogue can be used to incredible 
impact — a deep delve into the 
mind of the actor, largely acted 
meets on four Saturdays during 
the semester from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Stokes is teaching profession-
al writing students the basics of 
writing for film or television and 
helping them examine different 
types of media. 
The class is structured in a 
Q&A and discussion format. Stu-
dents watch examples of script-
ed, reality and documentary 
programs, as well as short films 
and trailers. They then discuss 
different techniques involved in 
writing each of these. 
The final project for students 
in this class includes writing an 
original script for a film or tele-
vision show. 
This semester, 12 students are 
enrolled in this class and take on 
the challenge. 
Zach Brown, a sophomore 
professional writing student in 
the class, has considered going 
into film or television produc-
tion and decided to take this 
class to further develop this 
interest. 
“Learning from someone who 
has so much experience in his 
field is really a unique and en-
joyable experience that’s hard to 
pass up,” Brown said. 
Stokes acknowledges that not 
every student taking this class 
will want to work in film or 
television. 
He still hopes, however, that 
students can take the skills 
they learn in these four ses-
sions and use them in some 
way to tell stories. 
“I hope most of all that the 
students are inspired,” Stokes 
said. “I want people to feel cre-
ative and feel inspired and that 
I can be engaging to them and 
an example of a possible future 
that they all have.”
A graduate of a small, pri-
vate Christian school himself, 
Stokes understands a lot about 
Taylor and its students. 
However, Stokes admires the 
professional writing depart-
ment for offering a focused 
degree to the students in the 
program and not just general 
writing as many schools do. 
“I believe the professors were 
called here and the administra-
tion was called here and every 
student was called here for a 
reason,” Stokes said. “And that 
could be life-long friendships, 
or what we learn or what net-
working comes out of it. But 
out of all the places I’ve visited 
and all the places I’ve taught, 
Taylor is at the top of the list. I 
couldn’t say better things.” 
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Jazmin Tuscani
Cecil Stokes, an accomplished screenwriter, teaches upperclassmen about character development during a professional writing class.
Photograph provided by Jazmin Tuscani
Guest singer Maegan Pollonias and pianist Nina Lee cover a sample of Caribbean art songs composed by Dominique Le Gendre.
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C.S. Lewis and 
Friends Tea
Peculiar Vocation of the 
Christian Intellectual.
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Oct. 9 – 6-9 p.m.
Zondervan 142
Liminal Spaces 
Aug. 30 - Oct. 10
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Metcalf Gallery
“A variety of cultures can be heard 
throughout, as each song comes 
from a different background.”
Guest singer shares rich 
Caribbean culture with students 
Photograph provided by 20th Century Fox
Brad Pitt plays astronaut Roy McBride in new film “Ad Astra.”
out solely with nuanced fa-
cial expressions and physi-
cal stature.
As for its faults, the movie 
often relies on voiceover, with 
varying results. While some 
aspects of the narration are in-
tegrated into the plot, at some 
points, its presence is less than 
fluid. 
All in all, it is worth noting 
that this movie is not for ev-
eryone. Despite the excellence 
of the interspersed action se-
quences, it is primarily a visu-
al and psychological journey, 
and as such may prove slow to 
viewers for whom this sort of 
picture isn’t their type.
But for those who are down 
for drawn-out mental adven-
tures, this is absolutely the 
manner of movie that requires 
multiple viewings to unpack 
the themes. Bookended by 
dueling psychological tests 
recorded by Roy, the mov-
ie takes the question of “Are 
we alone in the universe?” 
and turns it on its head. What 
does that fascination say 
about ourselves?
echo@taylor.edu





“Personally, I have only ever heard the two 
extreme opinions talked about regarding 
women in authority positions.” 
Tarah’s views from Northern Ireland: 
Women in leadership
October 4, 2019
Dyson’s outlook on DC food
Inside scoop                    
on featured food
It’s time to catch people doing 
something right. 
I’ve learned that if you go to 
the Dining Commons (DC) with 
not a lot of time, there are some 
steps you must take. It doesn’t 
matter what the food selection 
is that day, the very astute stu-
dents have worked out through 
natural selection and foodie-ol-
ogy what one ought to eat.
Time after time, I find peo-
ple standing directly across 
from the plate and dish re-
turn at a line called the Inter-
action Station. Last week, as 
I approached the Interaction 
Station there was something 
dreadfully wrong. No line. I 
could not believe it. I went 
there to find out more. 
The chefs have decided that 
if students come from anoth-
er place, whether it be Kenya, 
Kentucky, Ireland or Indianap-
olis, you should be able to taste 
a little bit of home. This par-
ticular day, the country high-
lighted was Rwanda. The meal 
consisted of a special mixed 
dish with collard greens, garlic, 
onions and sweet plantains, all 
topped with a red meat sauce.
I ’ve had such good luck 
standing in long lines at the In-
teraction Station that I did not 
want the fact that I was the first 
person in line to ruin this mo-
ment. I stepped forward and 
asked for a bowl, which was in 
my hand before I knew it. 
Maybe I made a mistake. I 
rarely eat onions, I never eat 
garlic and I’m pretty picky re-
garding collards. I believe that 
only my dad and wife know 
how to make them just right, 
and these plantains looked 
boiled, not fried. Would all of 
this work out OK? 
I took a bite. BAM! This plate 
was off the hook (old-school 
expression from the 80’s sig-
nifying my pure delight with 
the flavors exploding in my 
mouth). AMAZING. I went back 
for a second serving. Better yet, 
the sous-chef came out of the 
kitchen and surveyed me on 
the spot about my satisfaction 
with the food.
I understand the drill: college 
food equals automatic dissatis-
faction. Cross-cultural efforts 
often mean “Nice try, but not 
good enough.” However, with-
out a doubt there is a serious 
plan to help us to “eat as one.” 
The chefs are putting togeth-
er an impressive variety of food 
that can exceed the needs of 
the most selective taste buds. 
I also noticed at the Inter-
action Station, there is a map 
pointing to the places that our 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution




Photograph provided  by Tarah Zumbrun
 Taylor’s group of women studying abroad in Ireland. 
Photograph by Carolina Quintana
Cereal is one of the many staples that the DC provides for students.
Photograph by Carolina Quintana
Students sit together and enjoy food in the DC. 
In relation to this, many stu-
dents received a higher dis-
count because of higher ACT 
or SAT scores, leading to more 
money being spent.
“When Taylor’s handled 
it best, one: we’ve not pan-
icked,” said Tom Jones, dean 
of Humanities, Arts and Bib-
lical Studies. “Two: we’ve tak-
en stock of what we do best in 
comparison to what students 
want. We don’t try to change 
who we are.”
We at The Echo believe this 
statement. Taylor is a great in-
stitution with solid values. Just 
because we are going through 
a money crisis does not mean 
we should be panicking.
According to Stephen Olson, 
vice president of business and 
finance, Taylor should con-
tinue with its current budget 
plan. The more you put into 
the current programs offered 
here, the more students you 
will draw to the university.
In other words, it takes mon-
ey to make money.
Since we are a Christian uni-
versity, we should stand firm in 
God during this time of finan-
cial uncertainty. If our hope is 
rooted in Him, we have noth-
ing to fear.
echo@taylor.edu
Attendance at Taylor 
causes budget deficit
Our View
It is all about budget balancing.
Taylor is currently running 
on a budget deficit because of 
both a smaller incoming class 
than expected and many stu-
dents not returning. 
This led to a budget deficit 
of over $2 million for this year.
“When a class comes in, 
you are looking at two things,” 
said Steve Mortland, vice 
president of enrollment and 
strategic institutional en-
gagement. “You are looking at 
headcount, and you are also 
looking at how much did you 
spend in discount to recruit 
those students.”
One reason why enrollment 
affects the budget is because 
the majority of Taylor’s fund-
ing comes from tuition. If they 
budgeted the money based on 
a certain number of students 
coming in and they did not 
reach that goal, this causes 
a problem. Money has to be 
coming in for the school to 
continue running like normal.
Another reason attendance 
is lacking is because Taylor 
raised their academic stan-
dards. Mortland said this 
is due to how overworked 
many of the support resourc-
es on campus have been in 
past years.
Class talks negative 
female stereotypes
GREYSTONES, IRELAND — Col-
lege is a great time to take a 
step back and evaluate what 
we really believe. At Taylor, 
classes are geared toward con-
text, evaluation and critical 
analysis. Professors ask how 
Christians should view differ-
ent topics and aspects of life 
and history.
Even within this university 
though, some could say a few 
crucial topics are being left 
out. One topic is the role, ex-
pectation and stereotype of 
women, specifically in regard 
to authority.
In my experience, textbooks 
don’t often include the heroic 
women that helped shape im-
portant events of American his-
tory. Off the top of my head, I 
can only think of a few women I 
learned about in history classes 
throughout high school or col-
lege. I can think of dozens of 
men. 
This semester, the Irish Stud-
ies Programme has a brand-
new “Women in Leadership” 
theme for all the courses. There 
is also a women in history mi-
nor in the works back at Taylor.
The fact that we need an in-
tentional focus announced be-
fore we bring up women leaders 
in history who made huge con-
tributions is telling. Why were 
Tarah’s views from Northern Ireland: Women in Leadership
they not already included if they 
made such a difference?
This is not only a problem 
in America. I would say most 
countries struggle to accurately 
include the women who helped 
shape their cultures, and North-
ern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland are no different.
“The Women’s Coalition is 
one of the most incredible parts 
of Northern Ireland and the 
Good Friday Agreement,” said 
Emilie Hoffman, the on-site di-
rector of the Irish Studies Pro-
gramme. “But it’s also one of the 
most hidden.”
 Because of the focus of this 
semester, we have gotten the 
opportunity to hear about 
many forgotten women, both 
in Ireland and in America. The 
classes here are not designed to 
change our opinions or beliefs 
but instead to give us space 
and time to think through what 
each of us actually believes.
The main lecturer for our 
women in leadership course is 
Kate Bowen-Evans, a humani-
tarian with experience in glob-
al missions. 
“My overall goal is actual-
ly that there’s something that 
changes in each individual stu-
dent about their sense of val-
ue,” Bowen-Evans said. “It’s 
about learning to understand 
what you’re seeing and asking 
what’s the impact of the mes-
sages you hear.”
Hoffman shared similar goals. 
“I hope students will critical-
ly engage with gender issues 
and compare the history and 
current state of those issues,” 
Hoffman said.
Personally, I have only ever 
heard the two extreme opin-
ions talked about regarding 
women in authority positions. 







students call home. The map 
also indicates the place that the 
current day’s meal originated. 
If you haven’t tried the Inter-
action Station, make an effort 
and invite your taste buds to 
a special treat. I know when I 
am home and my mom cooks 
something extra special, she 
loves it when I eat a lot and ex-
press my gratitude. 
Today when you are burping 
full, be sure to take a moment, 
go back and thank those who 
are serving us with such kind-
ness. They may not be your 
mom, but they will appreciate 
it just the same.
echo@taylor.edu
churches who hold firmly to the 
idea that women should be sub-
missive and never hold an au-
thority position over men. I’ve 
heard women in hats resem-
bling female genitalia yell about 
how despicable and incapable 
men are. I did not feel comfort-
able in either setting.
Having a class centered on 
women in leadership, however, 
has been a great place for me to
explore both sides and ev-
erything in the middle. I think 
this would be wildly beneficial 
to my peers back at Taylor. It’s 
very unfortunate that there are 
no male students here to expe-
rience this curriculum.
“It’s not about saying wom-
en’s leadership is better than 
men’s leadership but that there’s 
space for both,” Hoffman said. 
That is a message we could 
all benefit from exploring. I’m 
thankful this program is giving 
me that opportunity.
   echo@taylor.edu
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“No matter where you want to be at the end, you still have 
to play the next game. We still have to go play and get a 
result. A key for us is not looking ahead.”
Women’s soccer takes care of Bethel on Saturday
October 4, 2019
Women’s soccer takes care of Bethel on Saturday
Youth Olympian from China attends Taylor 




Taylor women’s soccer dominat-
ed Bethel University Saturday on 
Turner Field, coming away with a 
lopsided 7-0 victory. The Trojans’ 
victory was their eighth on the 
season. 
Seven minutes and 30 seconds 
into the game, the scoreboard still 
read 0-0. A little more than three 
minutes later it read 3-0. The three 
quick goals between the 7th and 
11th minute of the first half gave 
Taylor a commanding lead that 
they would never come close to 
relinquishing. 
The run of goals came from three 
different players. Junior Morgan 
Orme scored the initial goal during 
the 8th minute and was quickly fol-
lowed by sophomore Erin Teevans 
and senior Hannah Davis with 
goals of their own coming in the 
9th and 11th minute, respectively. 
Head coach Scott Stan knew the 
first three goals made it hard for 
Bethel to make adjustments. 
“Bethel sees (Orme scoring the 
first goal) and focuses all on her. 
Then (Teevans) scores and they’re 
trying to focus on those two and 
then (Davis) scores,” Stan said. “I 
think it just became really hard for 
them to make adjustments about 
what to do.”
Teevans and Orme both em-
phasized the ability of every-
one on the team to score and the 
amount of pressure that puts on 
any opponent.
The second half did not pro-
vide any relief for Bethel, as Taylor 
scored on their opening kickoff 
play. Sophomore Ava Hubbard 
knocked in the goal a mere 15 sec-
onds into the second half. 
The Trojans did not let up 
though, and scored three more in 
the second half. Orme scored her 
second goal of the game to push 
the score to 5-0. Freshman Alanna 
Raikes scored the sixth goal, and 
freshman AC Hardy wrapped up 
the scoring with the seventh goal 
of the day for the Trojans. 
In addition to the seven goals, 
Taylor’s defense and ability to keep 
Bethel off the scoreboard may have 
been just as impressive as their re-
lentless offense. The Trojans did 
not allow a single shot on goal and 
only gave up two shots overall. 
“It was definitely a team effort. 
All around we were really strong,” 
Teevans said. “The defense and of-
fense were equally good.”
Orme and junior goalkeeper 
Megan Williams were honored for 
their performances in the victory 
Linli Tu stars for      
Taylor women’s soccer
 Caleb Amick
  Staff Writer
The crowd roared as sopho-
more Linli Tu kicked off the 
second half of last Wednesday’s 
game with a banger against 
Spring Arbor University.
“It came in at a really clutch 
time; it was such a spectacu-
lar goal against a high-quality 
team which adds another lev-
el of excitement,” said senior 
Hannah Davis.
The game ended in a draw 
(2-2).  
Aside from scoring the 
“banger” last Wednesday as 
Davis called it, Tu’s skills have 
enabled her to score opportu-
nities as well. 
Before coming to Taylor, Tu 
represented China at the 2014 
Girl’s Youth Olympic Football 
Tournament in Nanjing, China. 
The team went against Mexico, 
Slovakia and Venezuela.
Tu and her team won 5-0 
in the championship game 
against Venezuela resulting in 
a gold medal.
After their victory, coach Lu 
Yiliang thanked his team in an 
article for FIFA. 
“I appreciate their efforts. 
In my two years of leading the 
team, the players have made 
progress and I ’ve learned a 
lot too,” Lu said. “I’m grateful 
to these players for letting me 
learn so much [as a coach].”
When asked about what she 
learned from coach Lu, Tu said 
she learned persistence and to 
never give up. 
Before coming to Taylor, Tu 
attended Beijing Normal Uni-
versity. 
While she was there, Tu said 
her classes conflicted great-
ly with soccer. The conflict 
was such that she had to ask 
permission from her coach to 
attend classes. 
Four years later, Tu joined 
Taylor University ’s women’s 
soccer team in 2018. 
“Today we welcome our final 
recruit for 2018, Linli Tu from 
the Chinese National Team 
who wants to deepen her rela-
tionship with Jesus,” said a Jan. 
28, 2018 post on the team’s offi-
cial Twitter account. 
The team especially values 
and respects the fact that she 
left everything she knew to fol-
low Jesus.
According to head coach 
Scott Stan, Tu came to know 
Christ while playing with the 
national youth team.
“She (Tu) was introduced to 
Christ through Gao Hong, the 
goalie that was scored on when 
the U.S. won the 1999 World 
Cup,” said Stan. 
Stan later said that only 
Tu and her coach at the time 
were Christians.
Despite leaving her friends 
back home, Tu still remains 
in fairly close contact with 
Hong. According to Stan, Hong 
will be on campus from this 
Wednesday to next Thursday.
Tu has helped the Taylor 
women’s soccer team start the 
season strong. 
Her four goals are tied for 
second on the team behind 
sophomore Erin Teevans. Tu 
also has two assists on the 
season and leads the team in 
shots. 
The team is grateful to have 
someone with her level of ex-
perience. Davis said Tu brings 
a new perspective, a perspec-
tive that stems from a differ-
ent culture.
Tu’s cultural background has 
enhanced the team’s cultural 
awareness through her philos-
ophy of playing soccer which 
emphasizes individuality with-
in the group rather than apart 
from the group.
“I would try to enable every-
one to contribute as a team,” 
Tu said. “To bring out the best 
in them; I want them to see the 
beauty of unity as opposed to 
an individual approach.”
Through this approach she 
said God had been teaching 
her how to humble herself, be 
patient and grow as a team. Tu 
said this is a lesson she some-
times struggles with. 
“I’m grateful that Coach is 
supportive of me and under-
stands me, that’s very import-
ant to me,” said Tu.
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics
Sophomore Linli Tu played on China’s 2014 Youth Olympic squad.
Volleyball
10/4 Lincoln Christian 7 p.m.
10/9 Saint Francis 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer
10/5 Grace College 1 p.m.
10/9 Marian University (A) 7:30 p.m.
Women’s Soccer
10/5 Grace College (A) 1:30 p.m.
10/9 Marian University 7 p.m.
Men’s Golf
910/7 Egypt Valley Intercollegiate (N) 8 a.m.
10/8 Egypt Valley Intercollegiate (N) 9 a.m.
Men’s Cross Country
10/5 Louisville Cross Country Classic (N) 9:30 a.m. 
Women’s Cross Country
10/5 Louisville Cross Country Classic (N) 10:15 a.m.
Football
10/5 Indiana Wesleyan 7 p.m. 
Scoreboard
Volleyball 
9/27 Mount Vernon  L 1-3
9/28 Goshen  W 3-0
10/2 Spring Arbor W 3-0
Men’s Soccer
9/28 Bethel  L 2-3
10/2 Goshen W 2-0
Women’s Soccer
9/28 Bethel  W 7-0








Quarterfinals @ Huntington  L 1-6
Women’s Golf
9/30 Bill Bockwitz Golf Classic  1st of 8
10/1 Bill Bockwitz Golf Classic  1st of 8
reSultS from taylor 
athleticS 
A t h l e t e s  o f  t h e  W e e k
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over Bethel and the 2-2 draw with 
Spring Arbor University the pre-
vious Wednesday, as Orme won 
Crossroads Offensive Player of the 
Week and Williams won Cross-
roads Defensive Player of the Week. 
Orme had two goals and two assists 
on the week, while Williams made 
nine saves against Spring Arbor and 
helped in holding Bethel scoreless. 
“I just had the whole team 
sending me balls, and I was really 
creative (in getting myself oppor-
tunities),” Orme said. 
Orme credited her team’s com-
munication and ability to give her 
chances to score for her successful 
week. 
Stan mentioned Orme’s ability 
to play through contact and stay 
with plays, commending her tre-
mendous speed and ability to blow 
by defenders.
Teevans, who finished the game 
against Bethel with two assists to 
go along with her goal, finds her-
self 11th in the NAIA in total assists. 
Like Orme, she credited the com-
munication and connection of the 
team for her strong performance 
against Bethel. 
Taylor finds themselves towards 
the top of a competitive Crossroads 
League with no conference losses 
and only one draw, which came 
against ranked opponent Spring 
Arbor. Stan feels confident in his 
team’s ability to compete within the 
conference but knows they have to 
take it one game at a time. 
“No matter where you want to be 
at the end, you still have to play the 
next game,” Stan said. “We still have 
to go play and get a result. A key for 
us is not looking ahead.”
However, if they keep up the 
strong performance, Taylor’s wom-
en’s soccer team knows the sky is 
the limit. 
“If we play as a team we believe 
we can beat anyone,” Teevans said. 
Teevans and Orme both see na-
tionals as something the team aims 
to reach and they want to build 
each day to eventually achieve 
that goal and compete with the 
best teams in the nation. 
Stan went further, saying, “Ide-
ally we want to do well enough to 
host one of the first round games 
(at nationals).” 
The Trojans followed up their 
victory over Bethel with a 2-1 vic-
tory over Crossroads League oppo-
nent Goshen on Wednesday night. 
Junior Jourdan Lehman and senior 
Hannah Waltz netted the two goals 
in the victory. 
With impressive victories at this 
point in the season, and only a sin-
gle loss that came at the hands of a 
ranked University of Northwestern 
Ohio team, the Taylor women’s soc-
cer team finds themselves off to a 
On Saturday, the Taylor Ath-
letic Department Hall of Fame 
will gain five new members. The 
five new inductees are Rick At-
kinson, Tyler Beachler, Casey 
Coons, Tanya Crevier and Molly 
Drooger Currens.
Atkinson is in his 17th season 
as an assistant baseball coach. 
He won three conference titles 
during his time as a player at 
Taylor and graduated in 1969. 
Atkinson signed a professional 
contract with the Atlanta Braves 
the same year.
Beachler graduated from Tay-
lor in 2012 and led the men’s 
soccer team to a record-set-
ting season in 2011. Beachler 
earned NAIA All-American hon-
ors during the season as he 
helped lead the Trojans to a 
19-2-1 record, an NAIA national 
tournament appearance and the 
conference regular season and 
tournament title. Beachler had 
17 goals and 11 assists during the 
2011 season.
Coons, a 2013 graduate of 
Taylor, had two NAIA All-Ameri-
can seasons during his time on 
the men’s basketball team. He 
set or nearly set many records 
during his time at Taylor. Coons 
left as the program’s second all-
time leading scorer and the all-
time leader in three-point shots 
made. 
Crevier has been around Tay-
lor athletics and specifically Tay-
lor Basketball Camps for almost 
40 years. She is known around 
basketball circles as an excellent 
ball handler. Crevier has per-
formed at basketball games of 
all levels, ranging from the NBA 
and WNBA to Taylor’s camps. She 
is a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes Hall of Fame.
Currens, a 2014 graduate, is 
one of the most accomplished 
women’s soccer players in Tay-
lor history, if not the most. She 
received NAIA All-American hon-
ors in 2012 and her 59 goals, 131 
points and 19 game-winning 
goals during her career set all-
time records for Taylor. 
The induction of Atkinson, 
Beachler, Coons, Crevier and 
Currens on Saturday will be a 
part of the weekend’s homecom-
ing celebration as Taylor Athlet-
ics honors these five impactful 
members of the Taylor family.
echo@taylor.edu
hot start . They will go on the road 
for a tough test against ranked 
conference rival Grace College on 
Saturday before returning to Up-
land to face another ranked con-
ference rival in Marian University 
on Wednesday. 
echo@taylor.edu
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Senior Hannah Davis scored one goal against Bethel last Saturday.
